October 2021
Dear Friends,
If you have been around the church either inside or out, perhaps you’ve noticed that the lighting of our
facility has significantly improved. A team of our Covenant Partners (read members) has been busy replacing all
the old fluorescent fixtures with new, energy efficient LED lights. What an incredible difference it has made. Our
rooms and hallways seem to have taken on a new character and our parking areas have been brightened
considerably, undoubtedly making them safer at night.
I don’t know about you, but I am appreciative of the gift of light. I look forward to days when the sun is
shining brightly. We’re told that light helps to lift our spirits, and don’t we need to have our spirits lifted these
days. Light helps us to safely navigate. And it doesn’t take much light to dispel darkness.
Light is an image that is used repeatedly in Scripture. It is not insignificant thatHelpful
the first thing God spoke
into existence in creation was light. God said, “Let there be light, and there was light.” (Gen. 1:3) The text then
says, “God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.” (Gen. 1:4) We would
affirm that the light was good.
In the New Testament at the beginning of the Gospel of John which draws on the story of creation it says,
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God…In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:1,4,5) Later
in John’s Gospel, Jesus said of himself, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus told his followers, “You are the light
of the world…Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:14, 16) As I said, light is an image used time and again in Scripture.
Somehow, I think there is something symbolic about the way our church is becoming a brighter place
where more light is on display. People driving by at night will certainly see the building more clearly. Those who
visit us on Sundays or at other times will in no way have to stumble in a dark facility.
Of course, all this has to do with “physical” light, but I sense something else is happening at Triangle Grace
Church in terms of light. There is a new spirit emerging even as we continue to face the challenges of the
pandemic. There is a bright and exciting sense of ministry developing. I have been in numerous meetings where I
perceive enthusiasm concerning what is going on and what the future might hold for us. At a recent staff planning
retreat with two new pastors in attendance there was great discussion about where we are and where we might
be going. The ideas were flowing freely, and I found myself becoming more energized as we talked and dreamed
together. It was quite refreshing to have some new voices in that conversation, and I believe all of this has to do
with how we are being called to continue sharing the light of Christ with others. So, we might ask, as individuals
are we being beacons of light in our neighborhoods or in our places of work? As a church family are we showing
forth the light of Christ to our community and especially to those who come into our midst?
The ultimate question for each of us and for all of us as a church family is how we can more effectively
reflect the light of Jesus into those places which need such illumination. Let’s face it, there are times when the
world seems a dark place. The good news is the Light of the World has come to dispel darkness and he has invited
us to share in that mission. Our building is getting brighter…are we?
Together with you on this journey of faith,
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Adult Education

JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION In-PERSON/ZOOM CLASS at 9:45 AM!
Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes

Educating Disciples: The Gospel of Luke
Facilitator: Sue Verrillo

Location: Fellowship Hall A

The Educating Disciples class will be starting the new study on using homiletics to study The
Gospel of Mark. After learning the skill/process of homiletics, members will be sharing their
own homiletics on various passages in Mark each week. Please join us to add this invaluable
skill to your lifelong learning.

Fellowshipping Disciples: Parables
Facilitator: Jeannie Phelps

Location: Fellowship Hall B

The class will be studying many of the parables. Parables can help us understand some of Jesus’ most
important teachings. They demand crucial responses from us, just as they did from those who first heard
them. They call us to examine our world view and our values. Parables illustrate important truths about
Christ’s Kingdom.

Equipping Disciples: Isaiah
Facilitator: Molly Williamson

Location: Family Life Center

After the Psalms, Isaiah is the Old Testament book most frequently referenced in the New Testament. It has often
been called “the Fifth Gospel” because of how powerfully it prophesies the redemption God brings about in
Christ. In this class, we will encounter the prophet in his own context, in Jesus’, and in our own while practicing
close reading of the text. We will continue the study through Advent, when we will focus on the chapters known
as the “servant songs,” which have long been viewed as prophecies about the life and death of Jesus.
The class will be held in a hybrid format with participation possible in person or via Zoom. While it is not based on
a written curriculum, participants are invited to read, pray through, and study the week’s chapters in advance
when possible. Doing so is not required for participation but will only enrich our time together.
The class will focus on encountering God in a riveting and complicated part of scripture. As we read together, we
will develop a deeper understanding of what God spoke to the prophet and practice ways to encounter scripture
with attention and expectation. This study of one of the Bible’s most important books will call us to live in light of
its witness to both God’s stern judgement and abundant grace.

Establishing Disciples : Upcoming
Are you a young adult in your 20's or early 30's looking to find community with other people your age
and explore Scripture together? Triangle Grace's Young Adult group will be starting on October 17,
and we would love to have you join. All young adults are welcome, whether you're still in school or
working, married or single, or whatever stage of life you're at.
Be on the lookout for more info about start dates in the next few weeks. If you have any questions,
feel free to reach out to Joe Bustamante (josephmbustamante@gmail.com).
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This group is currently meeting monthly via ZOOM. We discuss and share ways to
meet the needs of our older loved ones with special focus on how to care for others
while providing understanding, support, and fellowship with each other. Anyone is
welcome to participate. If you are interested in being on our TGC Care Giver
distribution list, contact Diane Albert at harrydiane@nc.rr.com or text 919-949-1375.
Next meeting is October 24 at 2:00 PM
Duke Caregiver Community Virtual Event
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 8:00am - 4:30pm
www.dukecaregivercommunityevent.org

You'll participate in online educational sessions and have opportunities to connect with valuable resources in our
community. You'll gain a better understanding of resilience and well-being, financial assistance, and more. You don’t have to
embark on this journey alone -- we’re here to help.
Some examples include:
Navigating conversations with family and loved ones about the care of the family member
Hospitalization and the role of the caregiver
Overcoming compassion fatigue
After you register you will receive an email a few days before the event. It will explain how to login to hear the
presentations & access the content.

All presentations will be available to registered users through May 2022
Registration is free but is required.

The JOY group ( Just Older Youth ) will meet in person Thursday, October 14 at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall. Come and enjoy great fellowship! Pastor Ray will share a devotion. A box lunch will be provided.
Please RSVP by October 12 to Beth Murphy at bethmurphy228@gmail.com or call or
text 919-698-8349.

Hybrid Wednesday Bible Study
Philippians
Wednesday Nights In person (Fellowship Hall) & via Zoom at 6:00PM

Check your email for the link each week.
Beginning October 20, Pastor Molly will begin teaching The Book of Ruth.
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Children’s Ministry

Weekly Sunday Morning Opportunities for Children:
Each Sunday we will offer Care and Share (a bible story) for toddlers through 3 years in the Upstairs Nursery Suite
at 8:30am and 11:00am. Staffing for the nursery suite includes a paid caregiver and volunteers.

Children’s Worship is offered for ages 4-9 at each service following the Children’s Message in the sanctuary.
8:30 AM service location: Nursery suite room 210
11:00 AM service location: Room 102 downstairs
Leaders and kids will wear face coverings.
Our worship includes getting to know each other and God, with a focus on bible study, prayer, games and
conversation about how we live as Jesus’ followers.
Outdoor Sunday Clubs for Kids (During Discipleship Hour—9:45-10:45 AM)
Age appropriate classes for Primary (ages 4-7 years) and Junior Elementary (grades 3-5) are offered at opposite
ends of the big playground (weather permitting). If it’s raining, the groups will meet in the following locations:
Primary class: room 107; Junior class: room 101

Children’s Ministry Team Meeting
Join us for the Children’s team vision meeting at 7:15 pm on October 6. We continue to
meet on Zoom to facilitate as many people participating as possible, both teachers, leaders
and parents. We have dreamed for several years about hosting one or more Saturday
special interest camps and we need your input. Interested in basketball, or art or cooking?

Did you know? Wise parenting perspective and suggestions are just a click away on your email. You may sign up to receive parenting
tips by email. Nancy sends out parent tips from the National Institute of Biblical Parenting on a regular basis. Suggestions are brief,
timely and appropriate for all ages. If you are interested and have not previously received these tips, please email Nancy at
nancy@trianglegrace.org or go on their website and sign up yourself at https://biblicalparenting.org/

Here’s a sample: Learn When to Stop
Once a dialogue has developed, have discernment to know when to stop. Some parents feel like they must win an argument or come
to resolution by the end of the conversation so they end up pushing too hard. Other times emotions get too involved. Still other
parents end a simple correction with preaching, bringing up the past, or making exaggerated statements about the offense. In any
case, it’s important for parents to know when to take a break or simply stop the conversation. “I think we better stop here. Things are
getting pretty tense. We need to continue this conversation, but let’s take a break for now. Maybe we’ll think of some other ideas in

Serving our families through volunteering on Sunday mornings
Would you be willing to assist in one of our nurseries or Children’s worship groups? Please contact
nancy@trianglegrace.org or text or call her at 919-630-1851. If you have not previously completed our background check
you will need to do so. All information is encrypted and stored in the cloud so no paper copies are stored onsite.
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Youth Ministry

“More Bold than Dark Roast”
Fall 2021 Calendar

Varsity & MLY
October
3

3:30-5:00 MLY, 5:30-7:00 Varsity

6

6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)

10 3:30-5:00 MLY, 5:30 -7:00 Varsity
Contact Pastor Jeff for more info
on youth activities.

13 6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)

jeff@trianglegrace.org

17 3:30-5:00 MLY, 5:30 - 7:00 Varsity
20 6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)

Regathering Note

24 3:30-5:00 MLY – Walkway, 5:30 –7:00
27 6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)
29 6:00-7:30 MLY Halloween Costume Party

Outreach

31 6:00 – 8:00 Varsity Halloween Costume Party

We are back to in-person meetings for
youth. We will offer a hybrid option and
will email the zoom links as needed.
Both MLY & Varsity Sunday School meets
together in person in the Varsity room at
9:45 AM and will offer a hybrid option as
needed each week.

Iglesia Food Pantry
We continue to collect monetary donations as well as food for our sister church in north
Durham. Last week they served 540 people. Earmark your checks Food Pantry.

Every Monday afternoon, right around 2 o'clock, Dennis Steil and Cindy Camille pull into the parking lot of Iglesia Emanuel with
a car packed so full of food that we open the doors with great care, just in case the cans and boxes come tumbling out! You, the
congregation of Triangle Grace Church, have truly proven what it means to love your neighbor as yourself. It is difficult to
adequately express the gratitude we feel for your faithful, amazing support of the Food Pantry over the past year and a half. The
items you donate immediately go into bags that are distributed to over 500 families who come every Wednesday in search of
nutritious food. Thanks to you, we have helped alleviate some of the financial stress that has challenged the lives of so many
people throughout the pandemic. Last week, you gave us an additional, unexpected and extraordinary gift by bringing us a
mountain of fresh dug sweet potatoes! We hope that those of you who harvested the potatoes received as much joy in your
labor as the families will when they cook those delicious sweet potatoes.
Thank you, thank you, for partnering with us as we continue to address the serious issue of food insecurity in our community.
And may God bless every one of you abundantly for your generous and caring hearts,
Margaret and Miguel Rubiera
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The Durham County Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) is a national service program of AmeriCorps Seniors. Our
program connects adults ages 55+ with flexible volunteer opportunities that fit their experience, interests, and skillset.
Volunteers deliver meals to homebound adults, transport lifesaving blood donations, tutor K-12 students, serve as tax preparers, and more! By volunteering with RSVP, members receive a few key benefits, free of charge: personalized volunteer
opportunities, mileage reimbursement to/from their volunteer site, on-the-job volunteer insurance, a quarterly newsletter, and invitation to recognition events. To enroll, visit www.thevolunteercenter.org/rsvp or contact Sydney Schamay

Announcements

at SydneyS@thevolunteercenter.org, (919) 321-6932

We have shifted our service times to 8:30 and 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings. Both services are in the
sanctuary. Our discipleship begins at 9:45 AM. If you are ready to come back to in person worship but prefer
less people, at this point the early service may be your best option. We will also have Sunday Worship every
Sunday at 11:00 AM on Facebook Live. You can also access our service on the LIVE STREAM page on our
website each Sunday as well as to access all previous sermons on our Sermons page at any time. Remember to
refresh our website if you are on before 10:50 AM. Feel free to share our Livestream link with those you'd like
to invite through email. Don't forget to "like" and "share" our livestream experience as we seek to share the
good news of the Gospel with a world that needs to experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook
friend who might benefit from joining us on Sunday. We look forward to worshipping with you!

Mark your calendar for what will be a very special day in the life of Triangle Grace
Church. On October 31st at the late service Kris Perkins will be ordained and installed
as an ECO pastor and as co-pastor of Triangle Grace Church. Members of the Ministry
Partnership Team of our Presbytery will be with us to participate in the service since
ordaining and installing pastors is an action of the Presbytery. A reception will follow
the late service. You don’t want to miss this!

Coming Soon!
Friday movie night at TGC
Join us for an outdoor family movie night with fellowship and
discussion.
More details to follow.
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Upcoming Stewardship Events to Note ...
10/10 & 10/17 - Stewardship Kick-off Minute for Mission during worship

SOUPER BOWL
TAILGATE
NOVEMBER 7 at 4:30 PM

10/18 - Mailing/Online Estimate of Giving will go out
10/24 - Discipleship Hour - Stewardship Q & A - 9:45 AM
10/31 - Estimate of Giving cards due back
11/7 - Souper Bowl Tailgate in the Back Lot - 4:30 PM

Finance

August Budget Report
Budget

Contributions

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$84,998

$110,679

$57,875

$92,276

-($34,401)

Year to Date

2 Chad Wesson

Birthdays

Pledges

Pledges

Budget

Contributions

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$679,987

$885,433

$629,738

$668,476

-($38,738)

11 Audrey Bennett

3 Dawn MacElroy

18 Becki Green

24 Laurin Jackson

Betsy Huber

Dino Jerkovich

Jean Watkins

Abby Wesson

12 Meredith Riedel

Stan Newbold

Lori Slack

6

Luke Roeber

Annie Pixley

John Simmons

27 Peggy Anglin

7

Thomas Borasky

14 Jessica Strowd

22 Ryan Thurman

Jesse Holton

8

Tim Anderson

15 Will McAndrew

9

Ellen Roeber

16 Dennis Steil

Jay Stobbs
Elizabeth Gates

Savanna Steele 28 Amanda Wojoski
23 Conner Cole

Amy White
17 Josie Valgus

29 Emily Ksor

Amie Palmer

Bruce McAlister

Peggy Pulley

Linda Sheer

Anniversaries

31 Brenda Ingram

5 Tyler & Megan Dice
Steve & Kathy Tapp
6

Dino & Carolyn Jerkovich
Adam & Amy White

10

Scott & Julia Bales

11 Benny & Dawn Hutchins

12 Bill & Valerie Robbins
13 Bob & Sue Bradley
Mike & Jenn Kirschner
14 Ryan & Kelsey Dole
16 Tim & Susanne Anderson
Bruce & Nancy Dykstra

Anton & Rosalind Jerkovich 17 Paul & Robyn Sipe
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20 Chad & Renee Wesson
24 John & Betty Watson
Ed Milligan & Kerri Goust
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