December 2021
Dear friends,
As I write these words, Diane and I are looking forward to spending Thanksgiving with our children and grandchildren. We
tried to do that last year, but a Covid scare sent us all home from our son’s house on Wednesday evening. Diane and I came home
with a couple of pies she had made and nothing else. Some kind neighbors who knew our Thanksgiving had been interrupted
brought us some of their Thanksgiving meal that a"ernoon. This year, with all adults vaccinated, we look forward to spending a
few days giving thanks for God’s goodness and grace that we have experienced in myriad ways.
When Thanksgiving rolls around it means we are standing on the brink of the Advent season. There is something quite special
about that. There is a way in which, at least for me, this season speaks a word of hope and promise into my life that I admi&edly
need to hear again and again. The celebra'on of the coming of the Savior into the world in Bethlehem reminds me that God made
good on his promise to send a Savior into the world and conﬁrms to me that he will make good on
his promise that Jesus, the
Helpful
Savior, will come again. One of the messages that such a promise speaks into my life is that the world as it is, is not as it will always
be. A day is coming when God will make all things new. John gives us this wonderful image in Revela'on 21, “And I saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’”
Advent reminds us that we live as people of hope because the world was changed in a moment of 'me with the birth of a baby
in Bethlehem. No ordinary child for sure. Rather the promised Messiah, Immanuel, God with us. That is a good and comfor'ng
thing to remember on days when life seems dark and foreboding.
It is a good and comfor'ng thing to remember when we feel
Diane and I would love to have you and your
overwhelmed and weary of the journey.
family (children are especially welcomed) come
Throughout Scripture God encourages his people to look back
at his faithfulness in order that they might look forward in his
to join us for our annual Open House for the
hope. We o"en hear the message of salva'on from God
TGC family on December 12th. Feel free to drop
rehearsed by his people. Advent is a good 'me to be reminded of
by any'me between 1:00 and 4:30PM. We
the promises of God. Isaiah prophesied, “For to us a child is born,
hope you’ll come and share a 'me of fellowship
to us a son is given, and the government shall be upon his
as you enjoy some cookies, candy, and other
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlas'ng Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:8) We see
goodies (there are non-sweet and gluten free
that prophecy fulﬁlled when in John’s Gospel we hear “the Word
items too) Diane has prepared for you.
became ﬂesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
You’ll ﬁnd us at 2405 Oleander Drive in Durham.
truth.” (Jn. 1:14)
-Ray and DianeDuring Advent we celebrate the faithfulness of God in sending
a Savior. During Advent we also look forward in hope and
an'cipa'on for the Savior to return bringing his kingdom in all its glory.
It seems appropriate that Thanksgiving would come just before Advent. Advent is a season in which we have much to give
thanks.
Together with you on this journey of faith,
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Adult Education

JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION In-PERSON/ZOOM CLASS at 9:45 AM!
Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes

Fellowshipping Disciples: Parables
Facilitator: Jeannie Phelps

Loca on: Fellowship Hall B

The class will be studying many of the parables. Parables can help us understand some of Jesus’ most
important teachings. They demand crucial responses from us, just as they did from those who ﬁrst heard
them. They call us to examine our world view and our values. Parables illustrate important truths about
Christ’s Kingdom.

Equipping Disciples: Isaiah
Facilitator: Molly Williamson

Loca on: Family Life Center

A"er the Psalms, Isaiah is the Old Testament book most frequently referenced in the New Testament. It has o"en
been called “the Fi"h Gospel” because of how powerfully it prophesies the redemp'on God brings about in
Christ. In this class, we will encounter the prophet in his own context, in Jesus’, and in our own while prac'cing
close reading of the text. We will con'nue the study through Advent, when we will focus on the chapters known
as the “servant songs,” which have long been viewed as prophecies about the life and death of Jesus.
The class will be held in a hybrid format with par'cipa'on possible in person or via Zoom. While it is not based on
a wri&en curriculum, par'cipants are invited to read, pray through, and study the week’s chapters in advance
when possible. Doing so is not required for par'cipa'on but will only enrich our 'me together.
The class will focus on encountering God in a rive'ng and complicated part of scripture. As we read together, we
will develop a deeper understanding of what God spoke to the prophet and prac'ce ways to encounter scripture
with a&en'on and expecta'on. This study of one of the Bible’s most important books will call us to live in light of
its witness to both God’s stern judgement and abundant grace.

Establishing Disciples :
Facilitator: Joe Bustamante
Are you a young adult in your 20's or early 30's looking to ﬁnd community with other people your age
and explore Scripture together? All young adults are welcome, whether you're s'll in school or
working, married or single, or whatever stage of life you're at. If you have any ques'ons, feel free to
reach out to Joe Bustamante (josephmbustamante@gmail.com). Stay tuned for more details.
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This group is currently mee'ng monthly via ZOOM. We discuss and share ways to
meet the needs of our older loved ones with special focus on how to care for others
while providing understanding, support, and fellowship with each other. Anyone is
welcome to par'cipate. If you are interested in being on our TGC Care Giver
distribu'on list, contact Sue Verrillo at Sue.Verrillo@gmail.com.
Next mee:ng is January 9 at 2:00 PM

The JOY group ( Just Older Youth ) will meet in person Thursday, December 9 at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Come and enjoy great fellowship! Pastor Ray will share a devo'on. A box lunch will be provided. Please RSVP by
December 7 to Beth Murphy at bethmurphy228@gmail.com or call or text 919-698-8349.

Mothers of Jesus
Hybrid Wednesday Bible Study with Molly Williamson
Wednesday Nights In person (Fellowship Hall) & via Zoom at 6:00PM

Check your email for the link each week.

“The Gospel of Advent”

Children’s Ministry

This year, the Adult Educa'on team has made available The Gospel of Advent, a beau'fully illustrated
devo'onal that can be used by individuals, families, or groups. The Gospel of Advent contains daily scripture
readings and reﬂec'ons from Chris'anity Today contributors as well as suggested ac'vi'es for families and
small groups. We invite you to use the collec'on for daily or weekly reﬂec'on in this season of an'cipa'on and
joy. A PDF version is a&ached while bound copies are available at the church. Supplies are limited, so please
contact the oﬃce if you would like to receive one.
Click here for a pdf

Join our Wednesday Clubs Musical
December 5 at 5:00 PM
This year our Wednesday Clubs will present “The First Christmas” in a live
presenta'on for families and church family at 5:00PM in the Sanctuary.
The musical will be livestreamed and recorded for those who are
interested.
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Children’s Ministry

Events of Advent con'nued:
Sunday, 12/5: Birthday party for Jesus during Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship will include helping assemble
Holiday Food bags for Faye&eville Street Elementary families. We will also serve a special birthday party snack.
Sunday, 12/12: Christmas Cantata at 8:30 and 11:00AM. Kids are invited to stay in worship to celebrate through
Word and song the coming of King Jesus. During Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship classes, kids and leaders
will make Christmas cards for our Durham police oﬃcers. If your family would like to make the cards at home we
can also provide materials and a contact person who is willing to make delivery of the cards.
Wednesday, 12/8: Our Wednesday Clubs will celebrate the season with a pizza party and service projects. Kids
will help assemble the Holiday Food bags for Faye&eville Street School and/or make Christmas cards for our
Durham police oﬃcers.
Tuesday, 12/14: We will meet at 4:30PM at Atria Southpoint Walk (5705 Faye&eville Road) for Christmas
caroling for the residents during their dinner hour (for about 20-30 minutes). Song sheets will be available by
email and also on site the 14. We will plan to sing the ﬁrst verse of several familiar carols. Kids will also prac'ce
during Sunday Clubs and Children’s Worship beginning November 28.
Friday 12/24 Christmas Eve services: Come celebrate the birth of our Savior at 4:00 or 7:00PM. Childcare is
available for children who are 7 years old or younger at the 4:00PM service. Please RSVP to Nancy at
nancy@trianglegrace.org if you plan to u'lize one of our care groups. Also, let Nancy know If you are willing to
help with the child care during the 4:00PM service . You could s'll par'cipate in our candle ligh'ng at the
7:00PM service! Your 'me with the children is a wonderful love gi" to families with young children

A new session of DivorceCare and DC4K will begin Thursday,
January 20 at 6:150PM.
Click here for more details on DC4K
Click here for more details on DivorceCare

Children’s Ministries Opportuni:es to put on your calendar for 2022!

DivorceCare and DC4K begins Thursday, January 20 at 6:15pm
Wednesday Clubs Spring Session begins Wednesday, February 2, 5:15-7:15 pm for 12 weeks
Exploring Science Experiences for families and kids: Saturday, February 19, from 9:30-11:30 am
Lenten Season Seder Meal: Sunday, April 3, for Children’s Worship and Sunday Clubs
Walk Through Resurrec:on Sta:ons: Sunday, April 10, during Children’s Worship and Sunday Clubs
Easter Sunday: April 17 with 6:45 am Sunrise Service
Wednesday Clubs Musical: Sunday, April 24
Vaca:on Bible School 2022: Monday, June 20 – Wednesday, June 22, 5:30-7:30 pm
Want to volunteer or get more speciﬁcs? Contact Nancy at nancy@trianglegrace.org.
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Youth Ministry

“More Bold than Dark Roast”
Fall 2021 Calendar

Varsity & MLY
December
1

6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)

5

3:30-5:00 MLY, 5:30-7:00 Varsity

8

6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)

12 3:30-5:00 MLY, 5:30-7:00 Varsity
Contact Pastor Jeff for more info
on youth activities.

15 6:30 – 7:30 Varsity Bible Study
17 6:00 – 7:30 MLY Christmas Party (FLC)

jeff@trianglegrace.org
18 6:00 – 7:30 Varsity Christmas Party (FLC)

Regathering Note

7:30–9:00 College /Alumni Christmas Party
22 No Varsity Bible Study

We meet in-person for youth. Both MLY &
Varsity Sunday School meets together inperson in the Varsity room at 9:45 AM and
will oﬀer a hybrid op'on as needed each
week. Please let us know if you request a
zoom link.

24 Christmas Eve Services 4:00 & 7:00 PM
25 Merry Christmas!

Outreach

27 No Youth

Iglesia Food Pantry
We con'nue to collect monetary dona'ons as well as food for our sister church in north
Durham. They recently service almost 600 people. Earmark your checks Food Pantry or
give online on our website..

Look for our Angel tree in the Welcome Center. The Angel Tree will support the Me Fine Founda'on by supplying them with gi"
cards to help families as they care for their children receiving medical care. All gi" cards requested may be purchased from the
youth Scrips list. Your gi" will help Me Fine families and TGC youth. Again this year because of COVID-19, we will do the Angel Tree
by a SignUp Genius or by selec'ng an ornament oﬀ the Angel Tree. If you pick an ornament from the Angel Tree, please remember
to complete the contact info on the white part of the ornament and leave the white part in the basket provided near the tree.
Please return gi"s to the Angel Tree by December 12. Any ques'ons, please contact Missy Owen at 502.526.2994 or
jumpx30@yahoo.com.
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Announcements

Our service 'mes are now at 8:30 and 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary. Our

Discipleship hour begins at 9:45 AM. If you are ready to come back to in person worship but prefer
less people, at this point the early service may be your best op'on. We will also have Sunday
Worship every Sunday at 11:00 AM on Facebook Live. You can also access our service on the LIVE
STREAM page on our website each Sunday as well as to access all previous sermons on our Sermons
page at any 'me. Remember to refresh our website if you are on before 10:50 AM. Feel free to share
our Livestream link with those you'd like to invite through email. Don't forget to "like" and "share"
our livestream experience as we seek to share the good news of the Gospel with a world that needs
to experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook friend who might beneﬁt from joining us on
Sunday. We look forward to worshipping with you!

Year End Contribu'ons
End of Year Contribu'ons must be in the church oﬃce no later than Noon on Thursday, December
30 in order for them to count toward your 2021 giving. If you plan to mail your contribu'on,
please be sure and send it so that it arrives by December 30. If you plan to donate stock, please
plan to make the transfer by December 15. The church oﬃce will close at noon on December 31.
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Finance

October Budget Report

Birthdays

Budget

Contribu'ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$84,998

$110,679

$131,281

$121,086

+$10,195

Year to Date

1

Penny Bitsas

Pledges

Budget

Contribu'ons

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$849,983

$1,106,792

$834,454

$911,673

-($77,219)

10 Patrick Gibble

Lee Jones

24 Grant Harvey

Addison White

Mark Lee

Aaron Messer

13 Deb Simmons

René Riley

14 Anne&e Swart

Emily McAndrew

Gigi Nall

16 Colleen Loree

Molly Williamson

3

Taylor Thurman

19 Lori Bray

5

Susan Ficks

7

Anniversaries

Pledges

25 Caroline Flinn

26 Sandy Fuchs

Barbara Kinnaird

Janie Ward

21 Susan Richards

Marie Ward

22 Ma&hew Gibble

Sarah Vance

Robert Mercer
Tim Wojoski
27 Carol Dolle

Gretchen Mauney

Claire Harvey

12 Pete & Pam Catlin

28 Jim & Lorre Koontz

14 Bruce & Ali McAlister

30 Dennis Steil & Cindy Camille

15 Michael & Lori Slack

31 Sco& & Beth Owen

20 Kapp & Lynne Ogburn
24 Doug Evelyn Steele
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28 John Leasure
29 Isabelle Thurman
31 Su&on Wojoski
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