November 2021
Dear Friends,
In the book of Acts Luke describes the early church as “devoting themselves to the apostles teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” He nearly repeats himself within a few verses
saying, “They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people.” You can read that passage at the end of chapter 2. It is abundantly clear
that Luke understood that meeting together was a critical part of what it meant to be the church. As followers
of Jesus, they needed to be in each other’s company. These many years later, that reality has not changed. As
followers of Jesus, we need to be together.
For many years we have enjoyed meeting together for a meal on the first Wednesday of each month to
fellowship together and then participate in Ministry Team Meetings. That practiceHelpful
worked really well for us for
many years. In the early days Leona Goss and Margaret Andrews cooked for us with help from Diane Cobb. As
the years went on Diane took the lead role along with numerous volunteers who have helped with everything
from meal preparation to clean up. As a church we have been the beneficiaries of a labor of love from many
who have worked in the kitchen.
In more recent years we have noticed a decline in attendance at those meals and then with Covid we
recognized the need to stop them altogether. As the staff and session have evaluated that practice, we have
come to the conclusion that, at least for now, the idea of a Ministry Team Night dinner has lost a significant
part of its effectiveness and therefore will not be resumed even after the threat of Covid has been eliminated
to whatever extent that will happen. It is with deep gratitude that we say thank you to all who have made
those meals possible for us through the years. Ministry Teams will still meet, the work of the church needs to
continue, but when those meetings will happen will be determined by the teams themselves.
As a way of celebrating those wonderful times of fellowship and the good work that was done on so
many Ministry Team Nights, Diane has volunteered to prepare what will be a celebration/pre-thanksgiving
meal for us. The agenda will be simple. Come for a wonderful meal of ham, green beans, and sweet potato
casserole along with a salad bar and apple dumplings for dessert. Sit at table and enjoy an opportunity for
conversation. There will be no meetings. There will be no other obligations. Just a meal and conversation.
Doesn’t that sound great?
So, when will this happen? It will be on THURSDAY evening, November 18th at 6 PM. Please note that
the purpose of this meal is fellowship. That means you have to be here sitting at a table, so there will be no
“take out” meals that night except for a few folks who have special needs. AND we will need for you to register
for the meal so we will know how much food to prepare.
The Covid numbers are nearly at their lowest point. We’ll be in our spacious Family Life Center with
tables adequately distanced. I hope we will all jump on this chance to be together, “in person,” as a church
family for our own version of Thanksgiving Dinner.
Be on the lookout for an opportunity to register for the dinner online or just call the church office at
919-544-2872.
Together with you on this journey of faith,
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Adult Education

JOIN AN ADULT EDUCATION In-PERSON/ZOOM CLASS at 9:45 AM!
Check your weekly emails with the link to each of these classes

Educating Disciples: The Gospel of Mark
Facilitator: Sue Verrillo

Location: Fellowship Hall A

The Educating Disciples class will be starting the new study on using homiletics to study The
Gospel of Mark. After learning the skill/process of homiletics, members will be sharing their
own homiletics on various passages in Mark each week. Please join us to add this invaluable
skill to your lifelong learning.

Fellowshipping Disciples: Parables
Facilitator: Jeannie Phelps

Location: Fellowship Hall B

The class will be studying many of the parables. Parables can help us understand some of Jesus’ most
important teachings. They demand crucial responses from us, just as they did from those who first heard
them. They call us to examine our world view and our values. Parables illustrate important truths about
Christ’s Kingdom.

Equipping Disciples: Isaiah
Facilitator: Molly Williamson

Location: Family Life Center

After the Psalms, Isaiah is the Old Testament book most frequently referenced in the New Testament. It has often
been called “the Fifth Gospel” because of how powerfully it prophesies the redemption God brings about in
Christ. In this class, we will encounter the prophet in his own context, in Jesus’, and in our own while practicing
close reading of the text. We will continue the study through Advent, when we will focus on the chapters known
as the “servant songs,” which have long been viewed as prophecies about the life and death of Jesus.
The class will be held in a hybrid format with participation possible in person or via Zoom. While it is not based on
a written curriculum, participants are invited to read, pray through, and study the week’s chapters in advance
when possible. Doing so is not required for participation but will only enrich our time together.
The class will focus on encountering God in a riveting and complicated part of scripture. As we read together, we
will develop a deeper understanding of what God spoke to the prophet and practice ways to encounter scripture
with attention and expectation. This study of one of the Bible’s most important books will call us to live in light of
its witness to both God’s stern judgement and abundant grace.

Establishing Disciples :
Facilitator: Joe Bustamante

Location: Room 100

Are you a young adult in your 20's or early 30's looking to find community with other people your age
and explore Scripture together? We meet on Thursdays at 7:00 PM in Room 100. All young adults are
welcome, whether you're still in school or working, married or single, or whatever stage of life you're
at. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Joe Bustamante
(josephmbustamante@gmail.com).
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This group is currently meeting monthly via ZOOM. We discuss and share ways to
meet the needs of our older loved ones with special focus on how to care for others
while providing understanding, support, and fellowship with each other. Anyone is
welcome to participate. If you are interested in being on our TGC Care Giver
distribution list, contact Diane Albert at harrydiane@nc.rr.com or text 919-949-1375.
Next meeting is November 14 at 2:00 PM

The JOY group ( Just Older Youth ) will meet in person Thursday, November 11 at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Come and enjoy great fellowship! Pastor Ray will share a devotion. A box lunch will be provided. Please RSVP by
November 8 to Beth Murphy at bethmurphy228@gmail.com or call or text 919-698-8349.

Hybrid Wednesday Bible Study with Molly Williamson
Ruth
Wednesday Nights In person (Fellowship Hall) & via Zoom at 6:00PM

Check your email for the link each week.

Children’s Ministry

Advent Opportunities: Advent begins November 28th
“What IS Advent”? In the church year Advent is the four-week period leading up to
Christmas, when we celebrate Jesus’ advent or coming into our world as a human baby.
During Advent we think about how our Lord came to earth, limited to a human body and
totally dependent on others for his care. In human flesh (the incarnation) He came to
rescue us from sin by his death on the cross and his resurrection. Jesus is with us,
Immanuel! Thanks be to God!

Advent devotional booklets for families and their kids of all ages will be available Sunday
morning, Nov. 21st Booklets will be distributed through the Sunday Clubs and Children’s
worship small group meetings. You may also pick up a booklet containing devotional
themes for each day of Advent. We ask that you make a $1 donation toward the cost of
the booklet.

Join our Wednesday Kids Club Play | December 5 | 5:00 PM
Mark your calendars now for a TGC Christmas tradition! Sunday, December 5th will be
our annual Kids Clubs Advent season play. This year our Kids clubs will present “The First
Christmas”.
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Children’s Ministry

Weekly Sunday Morning Opportunities for Children:
Each Sunday we will offer Care and Share (a bible story) for toddlers through 3 years in the Upstairs Nursery Suite
at 8:30am and 11:00am. Staffing for the nursery suite includes a paid caregiver and volunteers.

Children’s Worship is offered for ages 4-9 at each service following the Children’s Message in the sanctuary.
8:30 AM service location: Nursery suite room 210
11:00 AM service location: Room 102 downstairs
Leaders and kids will wear face coverings.
Our worship includes getting to know each other and God, with a focus on bible study, prayer, games and
conversation about how we live as Jesus’ followers.
Outdoor Sunday Clubs for Kids (During Discipleship Hour—9:45-10:45 AM)
Age appropriate classes for Primary (ages 4-7 years) and Junior Elementary (grades 3-5) are offered at opposite
ends of the big playground (weather permitting). If it’s raining, the groups will meet in the following locations:
Primary class: room 107; Junior class: room 101

Triangle Grace Church and Preschool families will collect food items for family holiday
bags for underprivileged families from our partner school, Fayetteville Street Elementary
School Collection dates are from November 7 - November 28. We will provide a food
item list and it will also be available at collection bins in the Welcome Center and outside
preschool classrooms. Triangle Grace preschool classes will put together family bags, AND
our Sunday Clubs and Wednesday Clubs classes will participate in assembling bags on
December 5th and 8th. This year we will also provide inexpensive manual can openers to
include with the holiday bags as a helpful tool.

2022 Children’s Ministries Opportunities to put on your calendar for 2022!

Divorce Care and Divorce Care 4 kids (DC4K) Thursday, January 17th, 6:15pm
Kids’ Clubs Spring Session begins Wednesday, February 2nd, 5:15-7:15 for 12 weeks

Exploring Science Experiences for families and kids: Saturday, February 19th from 9:30-11:30 am
Lenten Season Seder Meal: Sunday, April 3rd for Children’s worship and Sunday Clubs
Walk Through Resurrection Stations: Sunday, April 10th ; Children’s worship and Sunday Clubs
Easter Sunday: April 17th with 6:45 Sunrise Service
Kids Club Play: Sunday, April 24th
Vacation Bible School 2022: Monday, June 20th – Wednesday, June 22nd, 5:30-7:30
Want to volunteer or get more specifics? Contact Nancy at nancy@trianglegrace.org
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Youth Ministry

“More Bold than Dark Roast”
Fall 2021 Calendar

Varsity & MLY
November
3 6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)
7:30 Ministry Team Mtg
7 3:30-5:00 MLY 5:30-7:00 Varsity
Contact Pastor Jeff for more info
on youth activities.

10 6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)
14 3:30-5:00 MLY 5:30-7:00 Varsity

jeff@trianglegrace.org

17 6:30-7:30 Varsity Bible Study (FLC)

Regathering Note

21 3:30-5:00 MLY 5:30-7:00 Varsity

We meet in-person for youth. Both MLY &
Varsity Sunday School meets together inperson in the Varsity room at 9:45 AM and
will offer a hybrid option as needed each
week. Please let us know if you request a
zoom link.

Outreach

29 NO YOUTH - Happy Thanksgiving!

Iglesia Food Pantry
We continue to collect monetary donations as well as food for our sister church in north
Durham. Last week they served 540 people. Earmark your checks Food Pantry.

Thank you’s!

I would like to thank everyone at Triangle Grace that have prayed, sent cards, and love to Ken and I. Also the angels that
brought food, ran errands, some a little unusual but greatly appreciated, and visited. Ken is recovering, with God's help
and in His time. Ken even met with his small group yesterday. Please continue to pray for us.
Much love, Roberta and Ken VanDalen
To my dear church family, thank you for caring cards of sympathy and love. They have helped me work my way through
my grief and loss of my dear husband, Ned. All of you meant so much to him through the years, so much so, these last few
months, he dressed himself for church even though it wasn’t Sunday. He wanted to be there always. His funeral is set for
1:00PM November 12, 2021 at Triangle Grace Church.
Much love,
Claire Lincoln

Tom and I and my mom, Pat, would like to thank you for the cards, calls, meals and wonderful prayers given to us these
last few weeks. Its humbling to receive such an out pouring of concern. It certainly lifts ones spirits and extends
encouragement in timely ways. Thank you for being our Lord’s hand and feet to minister to us.
Hallelujah,
Penny & Tom Bitsas
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Announcements

Our service times are now at 8:30 and 11:00 AM on Sunday mornings. Both services are in the sanctuary. Our
discipleship begins at 9:45 AM. If you are ready to come back to in person worship but prefer less people, at
this point the early service may be your best option. We will also have Sunday Worship every Sunday at 11:00
AM on Facebook Live. You can also access our service on the LIVE STREAM page on our website each Sunday as
well as to access all previous sermons on our Sermons page at any time. Remember to refresh our website if
you are on before 10:50 AM. Feel free to share our Livestream link with those you'd like to invite through
email. Don't forget to "like" and "share" our livestream experience as we seek to share the good news of the
Gospel with a world that needs to experience God's grace. Perhaps you have a Facebook friend who might
benefit from joining us on Sunday. We look forward to worshipping with you!

SOUPER BOWL
TAILGATE
NOVEMBER 7 at 4:30 PM

Join us for "SOUPERBOWL" in the back parking lot on November 7 at 4:30 PM. Make
and bring your favorite homemade soup. We'll set up "tailgate style" in the parking lot
to share our soups and conversation for a while. If you can't bring a soup perhaps you
can bring bread or some dessert. After our meal we'll hear the results of our
stewardship campaign but the most important part of the evening is a chance to be
back together again. We will have entertainment by our own Scott Green!
Sign up Here

Need some Advent Candles
or a Base?
Once again this year, Adult Ed is making advent
candles available for your use (3 purple and 1
pink). If you need candles and/or a wooden base
for your candles, please click here to get your
order in before November 1 .

Look for our Angel tree in the Welcome Center starting Sunday,
November 14. The Angel Tree will support the Me Fine Foundation. Me
Fine has asked for gift cards to help their families as they care for their
children receiving medical care. All gift cards requested may be
purchased from the youth Scrips list. Your gift will help Me Fine families
and TGC youth. Again, this year because of COVID-19, we will do the
Angel Tree by a SignUpGenius or by selecting an ornament off the Angel
Tree. If you pick an ornament from the Angel Tree, please remember to
complete the contact info on the white part of the ornament and leave
the white part in the basket provided near the tree. Please return gifts
to the Angel Tree by December 14. Any questions, please contact Missy
Owen at 502.526.2994 or jumpx30@yahoo.com.
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Finance

September Budget Report
Budget

Contributions

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$84,998

$110,679

$73,814

$122,351

-($48,537)

Year to Date

1

Birthdays

Pledges

Pledges

Budget

Contributions

Expenses

Net Gain/Loss

$679,987

$885,433

$703,173

$790,587

-($87,414)

Bruce Dykstra

15 Kim Anglin

Nancy Dykstra

16 Paul Sipe

Meribeth Seagroves
2

24 Pete Catlin
Nikoyo Ekanem

Russ McLauchlan

Beverly Robbins

17 Rick Snow

Beth Upchurch

18 Kristen Cole

Mike Martin

3

Carrie Trumbower

Rebecca Rose White

4

Walt Brittle

Sarah Yunker
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Anna Borasky

11 Kevin Mercer
12 Missy Owen

13 Bonnie Hicken
Beth Owen
14 Leslie Huml

Susan Elliott

19 Wade Winstead
Lynne Ogburn
20 Liliana Barker

Bill Hotchkiss

25 Elizabeth Bitsas
Barbara Lewis
26 Jodie Lee
Bruce Vance
28 David Wilder
29 Nicholas Jerkovich

30 Scott Owen

21 Keenan Thungtrakul
22 Lee Murphy

Ada White
Aurora White

Anniversaries

11 Kent & Patty Foerster

Triangle Grace Preschool proudly joins Harris Teeter’s Together
in Education program to help raise funds for our school. It’s
easy and it’s FREE.
Go to www.harristeeter.com to link your VIC card to our
account#2948.

13 James & Cortney Nall

15 Rob & Lori Bray
23 Steve & Sharyn Bennett

You only have to link your VIC card once each school year.
Once your card is linked, Triangle Grace Preschool will receive
a percentage of your Harris Teeter brand (Harris Teeter, H.T.
Traders, Harris Teeter Organics, HT Farmers Market and
purchases in the HT Pharmacy) purchases credited back to our
account.

Ray & Pat Rutledge
27 Rick & Deborah Snow
30 Bob & Linda Hannon

This program does not interfere with your VIC savings or cost
you any money!
Our goal is 100 links for the 2021-2022 school year.
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